
Open letter to Greta Thunberg

Dear Greta,

your arrival in Italy  and, above all, the great mobilizations of youth and student that call us 
back to the dangers deriving from climate warming, are an opportunity to reiterate that our 
city, Venice, which is already particularly affected by the phenomenon, would be even more 
exposed in the future.
We take this opportunity, dear Greta, to say once again that Venice is a unique city in the 
world with a millennial history behind it that lives on water and for this reason extremely 
fragile and severely affected by climate change. In a century, according to several studies, 
Venice could even disappear, swallowed up by the sea.
But we can still reverse these negative forecasts, which science attributes to the changes 
caused by the increase in the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere. The Venetians have 
been fighting for years for the defense of the city, for its physical preservation and for the 
protection of an extremely delicate environment as that of the lagoon. In these weeks, many 
young people, driven by your example, Greta, have mobilized all over the world and have 
given hope and trust to all those who love our planet. It fills the heart to know that millions 
of youngsters are engaged in this battle, which is the same one that fights Venice every day. 
For this reason, together with other friends, we have launched the idea of setting up the 
International Center on Climate Change in Venice, promoted within a parliamentary law 
proposal. I think that Venice, for all that it evokes, even symbolically, is the perfect city to 
host a European center of this nature. A way to be useful to everyone and to try to get even 
more attention from national and international institutions for the problems of a city that we 
cannot abandon to itself. 
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